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SOCIETY
The river valleys of Andhra had been the abode of Man from time immemorial, as is
evidenced by the relics of burials, residences and tools discovered at various places. Until
the Neo-lithic Age, he lived on hunting and food-gathering. There could not have been an
organized society at this time, Only after he stepped Into the Neo-lithic Age did Man begin
living in organized settlements, with a semblance of agricultural activity. As the male member
of the family played an imporatant part both in agricultural activities and in providing security
to his property in settlements, patriarchy replaced the earlier system of matriarchy. The way of
life in the pre-historlc times can be gleaned through a study of the tribal life since several tribes
living in hills and forests retained their age-old customs and styles of living uninterruptedly till
recent times, The way of life of the people of the plains, on the other hand, had undergone
many changes In the long course of history. However, they have retained, to some extent,
the customs and beliefs of their primitive existence, For example, cross-cousin marriages,
which are peculiar to Andhra, are a legacy of the past. They were so prevalent in the area
that the later-day law-given like Apasthamba and Bodhayana had to bestow on that custom
a dh&rmlc sanction,
Aryan immigrants seem to have arrived on the scene during the Mega-lithic period.
Notwithstanding sporadic conflicts, the Aryans appear to have merged with local people
amicably, Even by that time, the society was an admixture of several races and tribes. One
can find the Nordic, Mediterranean and Alpine types of the Caucasoid race, the Austroloids
and Mongoloids among the tribes that inhabited the area. 'Naga* (also meaning 'serpent')
was a general term applied to the people of the plains at that time. The Nagas are believed
to be a warrior race. Popular legends narrate that serpents are the gaurdians of hidden
treasures. The Mauryan emperor. Mahapadmananda, is said to have appointed the Nagas as
the custodians of his treasures hidden in the river valleys of this area. Wfcen Buddhism came
to Andhra, the Nagas accepted the new religion, The Buddhist lore which describes Nagas
like Muchilinda as having offered protection to the Buddha from the hostile conditions of the
weather may be containing altegortoaJ references to the Nagas' acceptance of Buddhism.
Even during the first millennium B.C. new directions In social and economic activity had
wt m. Though agriculture was still the main occupation, the prosperity achieved through it
Had led to trading, in order to protect the economic interests larger communities were formed
a protective todai-structura was developed wto gottf as the central organizing unit of